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Editorial by Karima Delli
Dear colleagues and friends,

During the second TRAN Committee meeting of this month, we dealt with
a large number of files covering several transport modes: from road with
the reports on “EU Road Safety Policy Framework 2021-2030” and
“Towards Future-proof Inland Waterway Transport in Europe” without
forgetting the importance of integrating the transport dimension into the
TEN-E whose infrastructure aims to support the electrification and use of
clean alternative fuels in all transport modes.

Due to the upcoming summer season, it is needless to say that a substantial part of our meeting was dedicated
to welcome Commissioner Breton who presented the update of the EU Industrial Strategy. Our focus in this
strategy lies on the tourism ecosystem, which is one of the most important sectors in Europe and still highly
affected in this second summer under the shadow of the Covid-19 pandemic. It is mandatory to reassure the
tourism sector that all efforts are being taken in order to speed up its recovery by restoring confidence and by
aiming for a more sustainable, resilient and responsible tourism towards the planet. It is imperative to engage
the travel industry in the green transformation and in that regard, the Recovery Plan and the new MFF will also
play a crucial role. During this meeting Members actively engaged with the Commission on the need to further
strengthen the cooperation established between the two Institutions and the need to implement the so-called
“new Marshall Plan” for the tourism sector as soon as possible.

In this edition...
Meeting on 25 May 2021
 A new approach to the Atlantic maritime strategy
 Railway safety and signalling: Assessing the state of play of the European Rail Traffic Management System

(ERTMS) deployment
 Conclusion of the Protocol to the Agreement on the international occasional carriage of passengers by coach

and bus (Interbus Agreement) regarding the international regular and special regular carriage of passengers
by coach and bus

 Single Market For Digital Services (Digital Services Act) and amending Directive 2000/31/EC
 Contestable and fair markets in the digital sector (Digital Markets Act)
 Resilience of critical entities
 Measures for a high common level of cybersecurity across the Union, repealing Directive (EU) 2016/1148
 Guidelines for trans-European energy infrastructure and repealing Regulation (EU) No 347/2013
 EU Road Safety Policy Framework 2021-2030 – Recommendations on next steps towards "Vision Zero"
 Towards Future-proof Inland Waterway Transport (IWT) in Europe
 Exchange of views with Commissioner for the Internal Market Thierry Breton on the updated EU Industrial

Strategy (Tourism Task Force meeting)
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Railway safety and signalling: Assessing the
state of play of the European Rail Traffic
Management System (ERTMS) deployment
Vote on draft report
o Rapporteur: Izaskun BILBAO BARANDICA (Renew)
o Responsible: TRAN
o Vote in Plenary : July 2021

Result of the vote: 47 in favour, 1 against,
0 abstentions.

Conclusion of the Protocol to the Agreement
on the international occasional carriage of
passengers by coach and bus (Interbus
Agreement) regarding the international
regular and special regular carriage of
passengers by coach and bus
Vote on draft report
o Rapporteur: Maria GRAPINI (S&D)

Responsible: TRAN
o Vote in Plenary : tbc

Result of the vote: 42 in favour, 3 against,
3 abstentions.

A new approach to the Atlantic maritime
strategy
Vote on draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Izaskun BILBAO BARANDICA (Renew)
o Vote in lead Committee (REGI): 13 July 2021

Result of the vote: 48 in favour, 0 against,
0 abstentions.

Single Market for Digital Services (Digital
Services Act) and amending Directive
2000/31/EC
Consideration of draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Roman HAIDER (ID)
o Responsible: IMCO
o Vote in TRAN: September 2021

In the presentation of his draft opinion, the rapporteur
welcomed the Commission proposal on the regulation
of online platforms. He expressed that digital services
and online platforms have become an important
backbone of the digital economy and have deeply
contributed profoundly to social and economic change
in the EU. At the same time, the use of those services
has also become the source of new risks and challenges
according to the rapporteur. He also stressed that the
Covid-19 pandemic has inevitably made the need for

reform of online platform even more urgent, as
business transactions of all kinds are increasingly
moving online. Moreover, economic recovery in many
crisis-hit economic sectors is dependent on online
business - including tourism, which has particularly
suffered from the effects of the pandemic.

Vis-a-vis the above-mentioned shortcomings, the
Commission proposal provides, in the view of the
Rapporteur, a horizontal legal framework to ensure
legal clarity and reduce legal fragmentation for the
cross-border provision of digital services. However, the
Rapporteur considers that the Commission proposal
lacks ambition when tackling the problem of illegal
short term rentals due to the horizontal nature of the
proposal.

Shadow rapporteurs and Members thanked the
rapporteur for the excellent draft report. Among the
issues raised which would be subject to amendments
were the definition of advertising, which, as it stands in
the proposal could lead to ambiguities and restrictions
in the accommodation sector. Members also stated
that regulatory burdens for SMEs should be avoided
and the regulation of online platforms should be done
in a fair and consumer friendly way.

Contestable and fair markets in the digital
sector (Digital Markets Act)
Consideration of draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Markus FERBER (PPE)
o Responsible: IMCO
o Vote in TRAN: September 2021

In the meeting on 25 May, there was a presentation of
Mr Ferber’s draft opinion, which is emphasising the
importance of clearly defined obligations for
gatekeepers. The current situation produces
restrictions, in particular on SMEs in the tourism and
hospitality sector, where intermediaries have a
dominant market position. Given the dynamically
changing digital environment, the draft opinion
proposes that the regulation should be designed in
such a way as to be able to respond to future
developments. Members expressed general support
for the Commission’s proposal and for Mr Ferber’s
draft opinion, stressing in particular the situation of
SMEs in the tourism and transport sector.
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Resilience of critical entities
Consideration of draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Angel DZHAMBAZKI (ECR)
o Responsible: LIBE
o Vote in TRAN: 12-13 July 2021

The rapporteur welcomed this proposal, reminding
that the livelihoods of European citizens and the good
functioning of the internal market depend on the
reliable provision of services fundamental for societal
or economic activities in many different sectors, such
as transport. Critical entities should be able to prevent,
resist, absorb and recover from disruptive incidents, no
matter the cause. In particular, in the context of the
Trans-European Network (TEN-T), more resilient
infrastructure will require improved management
schemes, minimising impact during emergency events
and ensuring a prompt social and economic recovery.
Shadow Rapporteurs thanked the Rapporteur for his
opinion and stressed the importance of this legislation.
They focused on the need to respect data privacy, the
principle of subsidiarity, a clear definition of critical
entities of particular European significance and they
required the Parliament to have a close scrutiny of the
strategies put in place by Member States. Their views
differed on the period of application of the proposal
and the deadlines for actions to be taken.

Measures for a high common level of
cybersecurity across the Union, repealing
Directive (EU) 2016/1148
Consideration of draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Jakop G. DALUNDE (Verts/ALE)
o Responsible: ITRE
o Vote in TRAN: 12-13 July 2021

In the TRAN Committee meeting of 25 May, the
Rapporteur presented his draft opinion. Mr Dalunde
highlighted that EU societies becoming increasingly
connected and digitized led to greater vulnerabilities
to cyber-attacks. He welcomed the proposal of the
Commission and called for ambitious rules at EU level.
He insisted that the transport sector was particularly
vulnerable due to the development of autonomous
vehicles, interconnected logistics or the Internet of
Things. As transport is often an international
enterprise, the rapporteur indicated that excessive
divergence in transposition of cybersecurity directives
between Member States could endanger the entire
system. He also stressed the importance of taking into
account the safety of vehicle components (sensors,
mobile elements) and of giving transport sector

employees a reasonable understanding of
cybersecurity risk.

The Shadow rapporteurs thanked the Rapporteur for
his draft opinion and echoed his assessment of
Transport particular vulnerabilities. Several Shadow
rapporteurs mentioned cyber-threats such as data
breach and hacking or cyberterrorism. They underlined
the importance of harmonising rules (in particular on
exchange of information) while making sure that
reporting obligations for example do not become a
burden for SMEs. The Shadow rapporteurs also
highlighted the importance of the human factor and of
basic cybersecurity training for the sector’s employees.
Some rapporteurs stressed the importance of striking
the right balance and preserving the Member States’
competences.

The Commission representative, Mr Boratynski
indicated that Transport was indeed identified as a key
sector in the Commission’s proposal. The scope of the
proposal had been expanding due to the development
of cyber-threats but did not include micro and small
enterprises. Mr Boratynski also confirmed that
divergent transposition of the directive was an
important focus of the proposal as it led to increased
risk. Finally, he indicated that the proposal was not an
isolated text; the Commission addressed the issue of
sensors and other non-connected elements in its
cybersecurity framework and preparatory works were
ongoing on connected devices for possible common
requirements in the future.

Guidelines for trans-European energy
infrastructure and repealing Regulation (EU)
No 347/2013
Consideration of amendments
o Rapporteur: Paolo BORCHIA (ID)
o Responsible: ITRE
o Vote in TRAN: tbc

In discussing the amendments tabled by TRAN
Members on the revision of the guidelines for the
trans-European energy infrastructure (TEN-E), the
rapporteur and shadow rapporteurs highlighted the
importance of integrating the transport dimension in
to the TEN-E. The TEN-E infrastructure should support
the electrification and use of clean alternative fuels in
all modes of transport in order to enhance the
decarbonisation of transport. The development of the
TEN-E should therefore leverage synergies with the
trans-European transport network, where for instance
the roll-out of charging infrastructure for e-mobility
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ties in with the development of smart electricity grids.
Members overall support the Commission proposal to
focus the new guidelines on the adaptation of the
TEN-E to renewable energy carriers, including in
particular hydrogen, and the integration of the energy
system. Several speakers stressed the importance of
improving energy infrastructure and interconnections
across borders and regions that are not yet sufficiently
connected. Members expressed different viewpoints,
however, regarding the overall path for the
modernisation of the TEN-E in the context of the Green
Deal and climate objectives. On the one hand,
technological neutrality, including transitional use of
natural gas (LNG), is seen as key to ensure a cost-
efficient and fair transition, especially in maritime and
other transport modes where emissions are hard to
abate. On the other hand, elimination of support for
natural gas infrastructure from the new TEN-E is
regarded as paramount for an ambitious, prompt
decarbonisation towards climate neutrality by 2050,
building on renewable energy sources and avoiding
lock-in effects. The rapporteur and shadow
rapporteurs are now negotiating possible compromise
amendments ahead of the vote in TRAN.

EU Road Safety Policy Framework 2021-2030
– Recommendations on next steps towards
"Vision Zero"
Consideration of amendments
o Rapporteur: Elena KOUNTOURA (GUE/NGL)
o Vote in TRAN: 17 June 2021

The Rapporteur thanked TRAN Members for having
enriched the report with their 211 amendments and
the shadows for the excellent cooperation in the
negotiations of the compromises reached. The
rapporteur also mentioned the pending issues that still
need to be ironed out in the final compromises,
namely, the call for a Commission recommendation on
speed limit of 30km/h in residential areas, a more
detail proposal that could tackle professional van
drivers’ fatigue, and the request to the Commission to
consider establishing a European road transport
agency, or tasking an existing agency, with supporting
sustainable, safe and smart road transport.

Shadows thanked the Rapporteur for the ambitious
report and for her inclusive and constructive approach
in the negotiations. They highlighted some key aspects
that have been reflected in the compromises such as
the need for resilient infrastructure and its proper
funding, the new advanced safety features in vehicles
that will be mandatory as from 2022 and the

importance of driver training and traffic safety
education.

Towards Future-proof Inland Waterway
Transport (IWT) in Europe
Consideration of amendments
o Rapporteur: Caroline NAGTEGAAL (Renew)
o Vote in TRAN: 28 June 2021

The Committee discussed amendments tabled to this
draft report, which aims to set a framework for
reinforcing the role and further development of inland
waterway transport (IWT).

The shadows highlighted various aspects touched
upon by their amendments (235 were tabled in total).
Many of them emphasise the need for significant
investment in infrastructure as well as an increased
deployment of digital technologies in order to promote
a modal shift in freight transport from road to inland
waterways. The discussion also focused on the
greening of IWT. While there was consensus on the
overall objective of reducing greenhouse gas emissions
of the sector, the level of ambition was somewhat
subject to debate. Still, there was wide agreement on
the need to modernise fleets, promote alternative
fuels and make available the necessary infrastructure
as quickly as possible. Members also stressed the need
for the sector to take into account other
environmental aspects such as pollutant emissions,
nature and water protection and waste management.
Thirdly, shadows emphasised the multiple benefits of
digitalising IWT, such as increased efficiency and
sustainability. Furthermore, they made reference to
the important role of inland ports as strategic,
multimodal nodes. Finally, several Members presented
amendments calling for a strengthening of education
and training as well as for measures to improve social
security and working conditions.

The Rapporteur thanked shadows for their
contributions and expressed her intention to integrate
many of their proposals in the compromise text to be
agreed ahead of the vote in Committee.

Exchange of views with Commissioner for
the Internal Market Thierry Breton on the
updated EU Industrial Strategy (Tourism Task
Force meeting)

Commissioner Thierry Breton in charge of the Internal
Market presented an updated EU Industrial Strategy,
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aiming at ensuring that the EU’s industrial ambitions
take full account of the new circumstances that have
arisen in the wake of the COVID-19 crisis. This strategy
helps drive the transformation to a more sustainable,
digital, resilient and globally competitive economy.

TRAN’s focus in this strategy mostly lies with the
Tourism ecosystem. It is essential for the sector to be
able to kick off the summer tourist season in the best
possible circumstances, as it finds itself under the
strain of the Covid-19 pandemic for the second year.

Restoring confidence is the most urgent task that will
enable the full restart of travel. Adoption of the EU
Covid digital certificate is well under way, and the
Member States have to set up national systems for
making full use of the certificate as soon as possible.
The European Tourism Safety Seal is another useful
tool which the Commissioner mentioned. It was
developed by the European Committee for
Standardisation (CEN) on the Commission’s request.

Aiming for a sustainable and resilient tourism
ecosystem is the next step. The Commissioner stressed
the need to build a more resilient tourist ecosystem,
able to cope against future crises, as well as being more
sustainable. The citizens’ expectations are changing, in
particular in favour of local tourism, more respectful of
local populations and biodiversity.

Commissioner Breton welcomed the work of the EP
Tourism Task Force and the TRAN committee, stating
that the suggestions put forward by the EP’s recent
resolution on the establishment of an EU strategy for
sustainable tourism will be fully taken into account by
the Commission in its work on transition pathways for
the tourism ecosystem.

Such “transition pathways” for each industry
ecosystem have been put forward as key elements of
the updating of the European Industrial Strategy, in
collaboration with industry, tourism professionals,
social partners and local or national public authorities.
The Commission will define the strengths, challenges,
investments and technological needs, to ensure that
the tourism ecosystem can achieve its gradual
transition by 2030/2050.

In this strategy, the Commission will support SMEs in
their funding, in particular by tackling late payments,
mobilising investments to prevent possible
insolvencies, a very topical issue at this time in the
tourism sector.

Moreover, as tourism is based on people’s ability to
travel, it is imperative that the travel industry be fully
engaged in the green transformation. This may include
boosting the use of night trains, and also the
development of cleaner aircraft. To this end, the
Commission plans to launch an industrial alliance on
zero-carbon aviation, in order to lend new perspectives
to the European aviation industry, hit hard by the crisis.

The Recovery Plan and the new MFF will also play a
crucial role. Several national plans specifically target
tourism investments and many include it in their
investments. The tourism ecosystem can also be
directly supported through many programmes, such as
Cohesion, the rural economy within the CAP, the Blue
Economy, the Single Market programme, Horizon
Europe, Creative Europe, InvestEU. The Commission
launched a guide to EU funding programmes to help
tourism stakeholders access funding opportunities and
identify the right support tools.

© European Union 2021 – EP/photographer

TRAN Members actively engaged in the discussion with
Commissioner Breton. They called for an action plan
for tourism to follow the strategy, the need to work
together and to strengthen further the cooperation
between both Institutions in their joint efforts towards
supporting the rebuilding of more resilient, sustainable
and responsible tourism sector. The coordinated
actions by the Member States and proper financial
support from the EU programmes are the key. The
Members are keen to launch the debate on the
possibility of giving tourism shared policy competency
at EU level, including during the Conference on the
Future of Europe. Besides the tourism ecosystem,
some Members also brought up the current issues of
the automotive sector.
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Next TRAN Committee meeting: planned draft agenda
Wednesday 16 June 2021, 13.45-14.45, 14.45-15.45 (Coordinators) and 16.15-18.15 and Thursday
17 June 2021, 9.30-12.30 (draft agenda items are subject to change)

 Votes on:
 Guidelines for trans-European energy infrastructure and repealing Regulation (EU)

No 347/2013
 Amending Regulation (EU) 2018/1139 as regards the capacity of the European Union

Aviation Safety Agency to act as Performance Review Body of the Single European Sky
 Implementation of the Single European Sky (recast)
 Amending Directive (EU) 2017/2397 as regards the transitional measures for the recognition

of third countries certificates
 EU Road Safety Policy Framework 2021-2030 – Recommendations on next steps towards

"Vision Zero"
 Consideration of amendments on Sustainable and Smart Mobility Strategy
 Presentation of the study on “The societal acceptance of Urban Air Mobility in Europe” by

Director-General Patrick Patrick Ky, European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA)
 Tourism Task Force meeting with experts on "Creating the Tourism Data space"
 Exchange of views with Executive Director Josef Doppelbauer, European Union Agency for

Railways (ERA) on future challenges and opportunities in the rail sector
 Workshop on “The aviation and maritime sectors and the EU-ETS system: perspectives and

challenges” organised by Policy Department B
 Reporting back to committee on the negotiations (Rule 74(3)) on Charging of heavy goods

vehicles for the use of certain infrastructures

TRAN Committee meetings 2021
Please note that all dates are still to be confirmed depending on room and interpretation resources.

Thursday 24/06/2021 13.45-14.15 (Joint ITRE-TRAN meeting)
Monday 28/06/2021 13.45-15.45

Useful links
TRAN website: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/tran/home/highlights
TRAN Calendar 2021: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/217289/TRAN-calendar-2021.pdf
Policy Department Publication in the EP: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/supporting-analyses.html
European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters: http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php
European Railway Agency newsletters: http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter
European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters: http://www.emsa.europa.eu/news-a-press-centre/newsletters.html
SESAR Joint Undertaking news: https://www.sesarju.eu/news
Innovation& Networks Executive Agency: http://ec.europa.eu/inea/en
DG MOVE: https://ec.europa.eu/transport/home_en
Portuguese Presidency of the Council: https://www.2021portugal.eu/en/

Follow us on Twitter: @EP_Transport
For more information and to subscribe, please contact the TRAN Secretariat: tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
The items contained herein are drafted by the secretariat of the TRAN Committee the European Parliament and are provided for general
information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent
the official position of the European Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other
organisations. The secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites. ©
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